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January 22 (Monday)

Time

12:30 13:00

13:00 | 13:30

Activities
Arrival and Tea

Opening Ceremony

Changzoo Song (Strategic Hub for Korean Studies, University
of Auckland)

JohngWan Suh (Director, Institute of Japanese Studies,
Hallym University)

Remarks

206-201

Room 201,
Building
206

13:30 | 14:30

Ria Shibata (University of Auckland)

Japan-Korea Reconciliation Talks in Lab (on Zoom)
https://auckland.zoom.us/j/92385928612

Zoom

14:30 | 15:30

15:30 16:00

16:00 | 17:00

Rumi Sakamoto (University of Auckland)

Denial of War-time Forced Labour: The Case of National
Congress of Industrial Heritage

Afternoon Tea

Changzoo Song (University of Auckland)

Conflicts and Reconciliation in Contemporary East Asia
Through the Lenses of Nation-Building and Ressentiment

17:00 | 18:00

General Discussion

Wrap-up

Connect to WiFi named: UoA-Guest-WiFi

Username: eastasiaseminar@uoawifi.com

Password: ODFKAjJj




January 23 (Tuesday)
Time Activities Remarks
10:00 10:30 Morning Tea 206-201
. . Room 201,
10:30 11:30 | SeokWon Song (Kyunghee University) Building
R A b E O FEFRRT O FfR & HA O S IGHEkIg 206
Jihye Chae (B &2 %2FT HK #f9E#4% Hallym University)
11:30 | 12:30 The Myths and Realities, and Coexistence of China’s Expansion
) ) in the Pacific: Focusing on China’s Relationship with Pacific
Islands
12:30 13:30 Lunch
Miae Lee (B &AZHF5EET HK AF5E#4% Hallym University)
13:30 | 14:30 | Japan’s Postwar Treatment issues and responsibility for colonial
rule seen through museums
14:30 | 15:30 | General Discussion Wrap-up

15:30 16:00 Afternoon Tea

Tour: University of Auckland Campus & Auckland City

Dinner at Amano Italian Restaurant (68 Tyler Street, Auckland)
https://savor.co.nz/amano

18:00 20:30




January 24 (Wednesday)

Time Activities Remarks
09:50 am Arrival at the Auckland War Memorial Museum
(Below the northern stairs before the main entry)
10:00 am Welcome by Mrs. Gail Romano (Senior Curator for
war exhibitions of the Auckland War Memorial)
Auckland
10:00 | 15:00 | 10:15 am Speech by Mrs. Gail Romano on the memories of New | War Merial
Zealanders on the wars the country fought Museum

11:00 am Free tour of the museum
12:30 pm Lunch at the Museum Café (Level G)

15:00 pm End of the Museum tour




Abstracts (in Alphabetical order)

1. CHAE, Jihye (I# K H R FEHFSEET)

“The Myths and Realities, and Coexistence of China’s Expansion in the Pacific:
Focusing on China’s Relationship with Pacific Islands”

This question fundamentally concerns the future of East Asia amid the ongoing hegemonic
competition between the United States and China. China has stated that Pacific islands are
not the backyard of any nation. China has no interest in competing with any"“country, nor
in pursuing a so-called geopolitical presence or sphere of influence” (Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Spokesperson, July 27, 2023).

Is China's expansion into the Pacific an establishment of altruistic relationships or a
pursuit of exclusive hegemony? This presentation aims to delve into the perception (myths
and realities) of China's Pacific expansion and its characterization as an acute conflict in
East Asia. Specifically, we will analyze how China's cooperative trends and strategic
interests with Pacific islands have evolved over the past decade under Xi Jinping's regime,
focusing primarily on the status of diplomatic relations, and explore the varied responses
and perceptual differences within the international community. Through this, we will
assess the dual nature of China's Pacific expansion as both altruistic relationship building
and exclusive hegemony-seeking, and discuss the prospects for coexistence in East Asia.
The main objective of this presentation is to move beyond dichotomous thinking limited to
good and evil, aiming to view from an intersecting and converging perspective of truth and
reality, rather than a distortion of perception.

2. LEE, Miae (ZE%; 4 I =) (kK% B K252

“Japan’s Postwar Treatment issues and responsibility for colonial rule seen
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3. SAKAMOTO, Rumi (University of Auckland)

“Denial of War-time Forced Labour: the case of National Congress of
Industrial Heritage”

This presentation examines the National Congress of Industrial Heritage, the organisation
responsible for managing the National Heritage Information Centre in Tokyo. The
Information Centre was established in 2020 in response to UNESCO’s request as a
condition for the 2015 World Heritage inscription of the Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial
Revolution: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining, Japan. UNESCO made this
request because the Korean government objected to the nomination due to the history of
Korean forced labour at some of the sites. Although it was expected that the Information
Centre would include a reference to the Korean suffering on Hashima Island, one of the
aims of the Information Centre and the National Congress seems to be denying the
existence of forced labour on Hashima Island.

While funded by the government and managed by a director who once held the position of
cabinet advisor to Prime Minister Abe, the National Congress’s position regarding Japan-
South Korea regarding forced labour is more extreme than that of the state, especially the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I will analyse the National Congress’s ideology and practice to
show how they construct Korea as the incommensurable enemy in the ‘history war’ while
constructing Japan as the victim by appropriating vocabulary and discursive strategies that
have been developed within redress and advocacy movements for victims of trauma and
violence. The group’s antagonistic stance, accompanied by much affective force, is
communicated to the public via social media and right-leaning populist publications.

4. SHIBATA, Ria (University of Auckland)
“Japan-Korea Reconciliation Talks in Lab ”

Competing Victimhood and Intergenerational Responsibility: Resolving the Rift between
Japan and South Korea, explores the deep-rooted identity drivers that prolong the conflict
between the two countries. The state of relations between South Korea and Japan fell to
the lowest point since the two countries normalized relations in 1965. Unresolved conflicts
over historical grievances continue to challenge efforts towards reconciliation and building
of functional bilateral relationship. Lack of a fundamental resolution to the historical
issues has driven chronic tension and periodic flareups between the two countries.
Northeast Asia is a region that is critical to global peace and stability. Although new
leadership in both countries, South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol and Japanese Prime
Minister Kishida Fumio have made clear commitments to engage in diplomatic efforts to
improve bilateral relations, Korean public remains highly critical of Yoon administration’s
‘humiliating’ concessions while the Japanese public are skeptical of how long Korea’s olive
branch will last. The ongoing diplomatic and political tensions between Japan and South
Korea are tied to unresolved historical wounds and victimhood narratives that get
perpetuated as part of their national identities. In order for people-based reconciliation to
occur, divisive historical memory and narratives need to be re-examined to build a
foundation for sustaining the diplomatic efforts made by the political leaders. The
workshop explores various drivers of competing victimhood in South Korea and Japan to
understand the impediments to reconciliation and Japanese willingness to accept
intergenerational responsibility for the past injustices. Northeast Asia is a region critical to



global peace and stability. Fragile relations between Japan and South Korea, the two
closest allies of the United States can pose a direct threat to stability of the region.

5. SONG, Changzoo (University of Auckland)

“The Conflicts and Reconciliation in Contemporary East Asia Through the
Lenses of Nation-Building & Ressentiment”

This paper explores the intricate dynamics of conflict, reconciliation, and the complex
relationships among East Asia's major powers—China, Japan, and Korea. Despite over
2,000 years of shared civilization, recent centuries have seen heightened tensions, rooted
in the impacts of Western imperialism. Western powers forced ‘unequal treaties’ on East
Asian countries, prompting diverse responses. China's attempts at modernization were
thwarted, leading to the Qing Dynasty's collapse. Korea faced challenges in modernization
and succumbed to Japanese colonization in 1910. Conversely, Japan successfully
modernized, becoming an imperial power. In the post-war era, East Asian nations
grappled with the legacy of conflict and colonization, leading to Nietzschean ressentiment
and victimhood. However, reconciliation remains a possibility, with economic
interdependence among China, Japan, and Korea creating incentives for cooperation.
Cultural exchanges and soft diplomacy efforts aim to foster understanding and empathy.
Despite positive developments, challenges persist, including nationalist politics and
historical resentment, requiring sustained efforts and leadership for true reconciliation.

6. SONG, SeokWon (KyungHee University)
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7. SUH, JohngWan
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